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appointed Lieutenant after the collapse of Simnel's
rebellion, and Sir Edward Poynings, an energetic
and capable administrator, was sent with the Prince,
as his deputy. By his vigorous measures he made
the royal authority felt ; he induced Kildare, as well
as Ormond, to serve under him ; and, in the Parlia-
ment of Drogheda, he secured the enactment of two
measures calculated to repress disorder in the future.
These formed, together, the famous " Poynings'
Law," which rendered Ireland absolutely dependent
on the Royal Council (1495). By the first, no Par-
liament might be held until the English authorities
had assented to its summons and approved of the
measures, which it was proposed to bring forward in
it. By the second, all the laws then in force in
England were declared to be binding in Ireland also.
In other wrords, the independence of the Irish Parlia-
ment was destroyed and all power of initiative taken
from it, while the administration of justice was
assimilated to that in England. The success of the
new system was exemplified by the failure of War-
beck to secure support in Ireland, and, although
much still remained to be done, Henry deserves
credit for having effected a certain pacification of the
country. Even the turbulent Kildare became a loyal
subject, and the authority of the English Crown was
displayed in distant Connaught. The royal power
was raised to the highest point it had yet reached.

While repulsing the attacks of pretenders and
restoring order in England and in Ireland, Henry
was also engaged in important transactions with
foreign powers. To understand his continental